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Paul Shimoff to 
Receive Surr Award

By J’Amy Pacheco 

Paul Shimoff was 
pleased to learn 

that Attorney Bruce 
Varner had been 
selected by the San 
Bernardino County 
Bar Association as a 

recipient of the John B. Surr Award. He 
was “very surprised” to learn that he, too, 
would be honored with the Surr Award 
on October 18.

“I was very humbled by it,” he said. 
Shimoff pointed to the list of previous 
recipients, which includes former state 
Supreme Court Justice Marcus Kaufman. 
“Any time you see your name used on 
the same page as people like Florentino 
Garza and Robert Bierschbach, you will 
be humbled.”

Attorney Bill Lemann described 
Shimoff as “an extraordinary example of 
what a lawyer should be.”

“He’s had a remarkable career 
representing some of the most significant, 
successful families and businesses of 
this area,” Lemann said. “He does it 
efficiently, quietly, and with an expertise 
that is second to none.”

Shimoff, who practices in Redlands, 
is one of only three State Bar-certified 
specialists in taxation law in San 
Bernardino County. He is also a member 
of the invitation-only American College 
of Trusts and Estates Counsel.

He earned his undergraduate degree 
from the University of California, 
Los Angeles, majoring in economics. 
He earned his law degree from the 
University of California Hastings College 
of the Law, and was admitted to practice 
in 1972.

Shimoff’s partner, Thomas H. 
McPeters, recalled recruiting the young 
lawyer to join the firm Surr & Hellyer. 
The name partner was Howard Surr, 
uncle of the now-iconic attorney and 
award namesake John B. Surr, who 
passed away in 1971.

“I have worked with Paul on a 
daily basis ever since, and I am pleased 
with, and grateful for, the experience,” 
McPeters stated. “Paul is intelligent, 
well-grounded in his craft, ethical, and 
passionate in the representation of the 
people he has worked for his entire 
career. And, through it all, he is civil, and 
genuinely interested in the humanity of 
the problem involved in the work.

“This is the essence of what John Surr 
is remembered for by those of us who 

knew him well.”
Shimoff became active in the San 

Bernardino County Bar Association, 
and in 1985, became the organization’s 
president. 

San Bernardino Superior Court 
Commissioner Deborah Daniel worked 
with Shimoff on the board.

“I remember Paul as a strong leader 
with a good sense of humor, who always 
recognized others for their contributions 
and efforts,” she said.

Abby Hyman called Shimoff “an 
outstanding attorney.”

“He is well known for his vast 
knowledge in his area of specialty,” she 
observed. “He is ethical, and possesses 
the highest values that attorneys can 
have. Paul really is always on the top of 
his game.”

Stan Tomlinson - who received the 
Surr Award in 1994 - described Shimoff 
as “one of the best lawyers in the area, 
and probably in his field.” Shimoff served 
as president-elect of the SBCBA when 
Tomlinson helmed the organization.

“He works very hard at what he 
does,” Tomlinson said. “When he’s in an 
executive capacity, he takes his work to 
heart and does an excellent job. I really 
have enjoyed working with Paul over the 
years.”

Attorney Robert Vines said Shimoff  
“is certainly deserving of any type of 
prestigious award.”

“He is a terrific humanitarian, very 
generous, and recognized as truly one of 
the best lawyers in the county,” he said.

Tomlinson said he ensured Shimoff 
climbed the organization’s leadership 
ladder, recognizing that Shimoff 
was “a talent we could use in our bar 
association.”

“That proved true,” he said. “It’s 
always a pleasure to work with him.” 

“I’m proud to have him as one of the 
names on the list of recipients - it adds to 
my luster,” he quipped.

Hyman said Shimoff not only served 
the local bar association, but became 
active in bar activities at the statewide 
level.

“Paul is an outstanding lawyer,” 
she said. “He exemplifies the best that 
lawyers are. He is prompt with his work; 
careful, smart, highly principled. He just 
has an outstanding reputation, and he 
deserves it.”

Lemann said lawyers of Shimoff’s 
caliber and talents have a tendency 
to migrate to large firms in major 
metropolitan areas.

“He’s served this community for 
his career, with the best of firms and 
brightest of colleagues,” he said. “We’ve 
benefitted as a community. We’re 
fortunate to have him.”

with to model a career of giving back to the 
community and providing legal services,” Brandt 
observed. “I’m proud to continue to practice with 
Bruce, and we continue to have a law firm that 
provides excellent legal services, and strives to 
give back to the community.” 

The list of Varner’s community involvement 
is lengthy, and includes positions on the boards 
of the National Orange Show, the President’s 
Advancement Council at Cal State San 
Bernardino and the Inland Empire Economic 
Partnership. He has served as a judge pro tem, 
as a Superior Court arbitrator, and as a volunteer 
lieutenant for the San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Specialized Services Bureau. Varner 
has been named one of the Best Lawyers in the 
Inland Empire, and in the nation. 

He handles business and corporate matters, 
including banking, finance, mergers & 
acquisitions and real estate. 

Attorney Bill Lemann described Varner 
as “a very able quarterback of complex and 
challenging litigation.”

“He began his career with one of the oldest and 
most prestigious firms in Southern California,” 
he stated.  “He continued his career, developing 
his own firm, and he has done so with the unique 
skills and genius that have served his clients so 
well.”

Attorney Paul Shimoff - who will also receive 
the Surr Award this month - said Varner “exhibits 
those qualities which one would expect of a 
superb attorney.”

“Bruce brings to a business transaction 
respect for other professionals; the ability to 
listen to everyone’s views; insight into complex 
problems; and, a tremendous sense of equity to 
enable the business matter to be fairly concluded 
for all involved.”

Varner’s “humble demeanor” and “quiet 
command,” Shimoff said, enable the attorney to 
achieve solutions that would not be possible in a 
contentious environment.

“I refer to Bruce as the dean of business 
attorneys for San Bernardino and Riverside 
Counties,” he said. 

Brown pointed out that if Varner had been 
taller, “he would have been in the NFL.” He 
said his friend possesses the aggressiveness of an 
NFL candidate; graduated first in his law school 
class and was editor of the Law Review as well 
as a member of the Order of the Coif. 

“When you put all of those characteristics 
together, you have a strong winning 
combination,” he opined.

“I’m very fortunate to have as my attorney 
one of my best friends,” Brown added. “He’s 
homegrown. His integrity is impeccable, as is his 
dedication to his clients.”

Varner downplayed his achievements, and 
said his firm encourages its employees to do 
charity and pro bono work.

“It’s extremely rewarding to be involved, 
and we do it without expectation of recognition 
and accolades,” he explained. “I do my best to 
keep a low profile. When accolades come along, 
I’m deeply humbled - and sometimes, a little 
embarrassed.”

Varner will receive the award Oct. 18 during 
the SBCBA’s annual Installation of Officers.
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Jennifer M. Guenther Attorneys Grover L. Porter, Paul M. Shimoff, and Bruce D. Varner 
will be honored October 18 during the San Bernardino County Bar 

Association’s annual Installation of Officers, held at the San Bernardino 
Hilton Hotel. Porter will receive the George W. Porter Criminal Trial 
Attorney Award, while Shimoff and Varner will each receive the John 
B. Surr Award. Profiles of each of the awardees are featured on pages 8 
and 9 of this issue.

The Board of Directors of the San Bernardino County Bar Association 
would like to encourage all to attend and share this special evening with 
these esteemed honorees. See below for the program details.

The San Bernardino County Bar Association
requests the pleasure of your company at the

Installation of  2012-2013 Officers  and  Directors
and Celebration of our 137th Year

Thursday, October 18, 2012
Social: 5:30 p.m.  •  Program at 7:00 p.m.

San Bernardino Hilton Hotel
285 East Hospitality Lane • San Bernardino, California

Judge John P VanderFeer, Master of Ceremonies
Presiding Judge Marsha Slough, Installing Judge

Award  Presentations
The John B. Surr Award 

The George W. Porter Award 
Installation of  Officers

         President:     Kevin B. Bevins          
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  John W. Short         Sandy L. Turner 

Porter, Shimoff, Varner to be Honored 
for Professional Excellence

There is an oft-used saying that life is a re-
lay—that the baton must pass from person 
to person as we move through life.  I ran the 

4x400 relay in high school and have my only state 
champion gold medal in that particular event.  I 
was a good runner, but it was the combination of 
my teams and I together that allowed us to look at 
the competition, determine whose strengths best 
benefited the team at what leg of the race, and 
then run as hard as we could to win.  And we did 
win.  Not as the result of any one individual, but as 
the result of knowing our strengths and knowing 
when to hand off the baton.  

The hardest part is knowing when to move on.  In 
a race, it is easy.  You cross the line, you hand off 
the baton.  In life, that line is not so clear.  New 
opportunities meet us every day, and yet the de-
sire to finish what we have started is strong.  I 
look back on my year as Bar President and I feel 
my work has just begun—I want to finish what I 
have started.  I want to do more, to be a part of the 
present and not a notation of the past.  And my 
strengths are still there.  In the past year I have 
changed greatly and yet not at all.  

But then I look at this organization that I have 
so much respect for and understand that the new 
President coming in will add his own strengths: 
carrying on some of what I have started and bring-
ing in his own ideas and values as well.  The Bar 
will continue to benefit from this change, as it al-
ways has, and to grow and improve with each new 
officer.  Perhaps, instead of a relay, it is a mixing 
pot in which the flavor remains rich but is continu-
ally changing.  

Change is good.  When we stay too long on a path, 
it becomes a rut.  We simply keep trodding along 
instead of watching carefully our steps.  We forget 
our purpose; we become single minded; we ne-
glect the many facets of our lives that also need at-
tention and preservation.  We become so wrapped 
up in our own stories we forget that others have 
stories to tell, too.                (Cont’d page 2)
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By J’Amy Pacheco 

More than 50 years ago, 
then-college students 

Jack Brown and Bruce Varner 
faced one another as rivals 
on a football field. Brown 
went on to become CEO of 
a Fortune 500 company, and 

Varner became his corporate secretary and director, 
as well as the head of a prestigious law firm.

“Selecting him as counsel was the best business 
decision I ever made,” Brown said.

It came as no surprise to Brown to learn that 
Varner was selected to receive the San Bernardino 
County Bar Association’s John B. Surr Award 
in October. The periodic award honors attorneys 
designated as best exemplifying the high standards 
of the profession and the administration of justice.

Brown knew the attorney for whom the award 
is named, and said the qualities he has observed 
in Varner “absolutely reflect the integrity of John 
Surr.”

“He has been counsel for Stater Bros. for 29 
years, and a director and corporate secretary for 28 
years,” Brown said. “No attorney could have better 
represented his client than has Bruce Varner.”

Congressman Jerry Lewis described Varner as a 
“very dear friend.”

“Bruce is an outstanding local lawyer who has 
made a tremendous difference for our community, 
and I’m very proud of my association with him,” 
Lewis said. “I feel strongly that everybody should 
recognize what a great contribution he has made as 
a regent to the University of California.” He was 
appointed to the Board of Regents in 2006.

Varner said he was “deeply honored and frankly, 
surprised” to learn that he had been selected to 
receive the award.

“There are so many talented and qualified 
members of the bar, and I know a lot of the former 
recipients, who are friends and colleagues,” he 
said. “I am deeply honored to be included among 
that group of distinguished lawyers.”

Varner practices in Riverside, but has deep roots 
in San Bernardino, where he previously practiced 
and continues to represent clients and maintain 
contacts. He earned his undergraduate degree 
at the University of California, Santa Barbara, 
majoring in Political Science. He served in the 
U.S. Army, then earned his law degree from the 
University of California, Hastings College of Law. 
He was admitted to practice in 1963.

For the past 22 years, he has practiced with 
Brendan Brandt, litigation managing partner for 
Varner & Brandt. Brandt described his colleague 
as “a great role model.”

“He has helped guide not only my legal career, 
but the careers of the attorneys who have worked at 
our firm, and many outside,” he said. 

“Any young attorney looking to contribute to 
both the community and the legal profession just 
has to look at the list of groups he’s volunteered 

Bruce Varner Tapped for 
John B. Surr Award

By J’Amy Pacheco

San Bernardino 
Attorney Grover 

Porter said it was 
“a wonderful surprise” to learn he will 
receive the George W. Porter Criminal Trial 
Attorney Award from the San Bernardino 
County Bar Association next month. 

The award recognizes criminal defense 
attorneys who demonstrate the highest 
standard of ethics and civility, and who 
serve as a role model for attorneys. 

“I thought the world of George,” Porter 
said, adding that he greatly admired George 
Porter, and that the two - who are not related 
-- used to joke about being cousins. “It’s 
such an honor to find out you’re going to 
receive an award named for someone like 
George.”

George W. Porter was an iconic criminal 
defense attorney in Ontario. He served as 
president of the San Bernardino and Western 
San Bernardino County Bar Associations, 
and received the SBCBA’s John B. Surr 
Award in 2000. He ultimately was elected 
to represent what was then District 6 to the 
State Bar Board of Governors. He died in 
2008.

Gerry Spence works with Grover Porter 
through the Trial Lawyer’s College, and said 
his colleague “stands as a living example 
that a great trial lawyer must first be a great 
person.” Porter’s “presence there has been 
critical to our success in training lawyers for 
the people,” he stated.

“I know no person who cares about his 
fellow human beings more than Grover,” 
Spence remarked. “He has dedicated his life 
toward making the justice system work. He 
has fought successfully against the stench 
of racism and has won in both the court of 
public justice and public esteem.”

“He is a role model for many,” he 
added.  “I am honored to offer these few 
words of praise for this man who makes our 
profession proud.”

Originally from Missouri, Porter joined 
the U.S. Air Force and moved to the Inland 
Empire when he was assigned to March Air 
Force Base. He earned his undergraduate 
degree from Cal Poly Pomona, majoring in 
marketing. He served nine years as a deputy 
marshal, four of which were spent as a bailiff 
in the Fontana Courthouse. It was there that 
he was inspired to enroll in law school.

Porter earned his law degree from the 

University of La Verne College of Law, and 
was admitted to practice in 1980. He worked 
for the District Attorney’s Office until 1982, 
when he entered private practice handling 
criminal defense. 

Defense Attorney Dave Call said he first 
met Porter when Porter worked as a bailiff 
and Call was a prosecutor.

“Grover would ask me questions all 
the time - why did I do that,” Call said. 
“Next thing I know, he’s a lawyer.” Porter 
continued asking questions, Call said, 
explaining that it “was never personal; it 
was always to improve.”

“And he got better,” Call observed. “He is 
an excellent trial lawyer. He was a poor boy 
from St. Louis who made good and made it 
big, in my opinion.” 

Attorney Mike Scafiddi described Porter 
as “a wonderful and natural choice” for the 
award.

“When you think of George Porter two 
things come to mind: a great trial attorney, 
and a gentleman lawyer,” Scafiddi stated. 
“Both can be said of Grover who continues 
to try cases and advocates strongly for his 
clients but always with civility and dignity.”

Scafiddi said Porter “lights up a 
courtroom with his smile and gentlemanly 
demeanor.

“You always know when Grover is in a 
courtroom because he makes everyone in 
there feel better about themselves,” he said. 

Attorney Philip Kassel echoed those 
sentiments.

“He almost climbs into a jury box and 
sits on their lap,” Kassel quipped. “He has 
a knack for coming across in a very positive 
fashion. He is extremely well-liked by jurors. 
But he’s a very ethical and honest guy.”

Kassel said he knew George Porter well, 
and said Grover Porter is “very deserving” 
of the award named for his friend.

“George was an incredible lawyer,” he 
observed. “Frankly, Grover is too.”

“Grover is very highly regarded by 
lawyers, and jurors like him,” he added. 
“He’s efficient, does good work, and is 
always well-prepared.”

Scafiddi called Porter a “lawyer’s lawyer 
who is always willing to help a colleague,” 
and credited Porter with giving him advice 
that helped in resolve a case early in his 
career.

“Grover Porter is exactly what a lawyer 
should be -- skillful, caring, humble and 
civil,” he said. “I am honored to consider 
him a friend.”

Call said working with Porter on cases 
as co-counsel and observing Porter’s 
cross-examination skills made him think he 
himself “ought to go back to the books after 
44 years.”

“Gerry [Spence] and I agree - Grover has 
become one of the giants,” he said. 

Porter will receive the award Oct. 18 
during the SBCBA’s annual Installation of 
Officers.

Grover Porter 
Recognized for 
Criminal Defense
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